
corresponding figures for 1954 awards 
under the 1954 amendments were 15 
percent and 27 percent, respectively. 
The shift toward higher benefits was 
largely the result of the higher pro- 
portion of beneficiaries qualifying for 
the dropout who were awarded bene- 
fits based on earnings after 1950; 
only 4 percent of them received the 
minimum amount and 41 percent re- 
ceived $90 or more (table 6). 

Benefits in Current-Payment 
Status 

The growth in the proportion of 
persons receiving old-age beneflts 
based on earnings after 1950 is in- 
dicated in table 7; by the end of 1955, 
they comprised 43 percent of all 
old-age beneficiaries. The average 
amount payable to all old-age bene- 
ficiaries has increased continuously- 
from $58.75 in September 1954 (when 
the beneflts were increased) to $61.90 
in December 1955-as the proportion 
of benefits based on earnings after 
1950 has increased. The growing pro- 
portion of beneficiaries eligible for 
the dropout also contributed to the 
increase. 

The National School 
Lunch Program * 

About one-third of America’s school 
population satisfies at least a third 
of its daily nutritional needs through 
school meals provided by public and 
private sources under the national 
school lunch program and associated 
programs. From isolated efforts early 
in the century to supplement the food 
in the rural school child’s lunch pail, 
a program has gradually developed 
that now represents a cooperative ef- 
fort by Federal, State, and local gov- 
ernments, parents, and private local 
organizations. The program current- 

ly provides a nutritionally balanced, 
usually hot, daily meal to more than 
10 million elementary and secondary 
school children in all parts of the Na- 
tion. The total public and private 
cost of the program has increased 

l Prepared by Rophle R. Dales, Division 
of Program Research, OWoe of the Com- 

missloner. The author wishes to acknowl- 
edge the cooperation of the Department of 
Agriculture In providing information and 
reviewing the material. 

Bulletin, October 1956 

Table I.-Public and private expendi- 
ture for the national school lunch 
program, by legislative authority, 
$.sya,wars 1952-53, 195354, and 

[In millions; Independently rounded1 

Authority (1954-5: 

Total __._.._.___________. $628.7 

National School Lunch Act-. 541.2 
Federal assistance-. _______ 32.0 

Cash apportionment....~ 69.1 
Value of commodities 

distributed I.._____ -..- 12.8 
State-local participation... 459.3 

Government contrihu- 
tions .___.__. --_‘- .______ 69.0 

Parents’ payments for 
lunches _._.______. .-.__ 336.4 

Other local contributions 53.9 
Surplus food donations s----. 70.3 

Section 32 commodities-... 26.9 
Section 416 commodities..- 43.4 

Special school milk pro- 
gram 8 .___________. -._- _.__ 17.2 

i594.3 $513.1 
-- 
506.1 
82.0 “E: t 
67.3 67.2 

14.8 14.8 
418.0 379.5 

63.0 1 57.2 

303.3 276.0 
51.8 46.4 
94.2 51.7 
94.2 51.7 

.____._ ______ 

.____._,__ -___- 

1 Under section 6 of the National School Lunch 
Act, as amended. 

2 Under section 32 of P. L. 320 (1935), as amended, 
and section 416 of the Agricultural Act of 1949, as 
amended. 

r Under section 204 (b) of the Agricultural Act of 
1954. 

Source: Releases of the Agricultural Marketing 
Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

from $221 million in 1947 to $630 
million in 1955. 

Historical and Legislative 
Background 

Federal participation in the school 
lunch program began during the de- 
pression. In 1933 the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation made loans 
to several Missouri communities to 
finance the labor costs of preparing 
and serving the meals. By the end of 
1934, similar help was being fur- 
nished in 39 States through the Civil 
Works Administration and the Fed- 
eral Emergency Relief Administra- 
tion. Labor and trained management 
personnel were later provided by the 
Works Progress Administration and 

the National Youth Administration. 
Federal food donations began in 

1935 with the direct distribution of 
surplus commodities under section 32 
of Public Law 320 (74th Cong., 1st 
sess.) .I By March 1942, 6 million chil- 
dren were eating school lunches that 
included surplus commodities. To- 
day, the school lunch program is one 
of the largest single beneficiaries of 
surplus agricultural commodities and 
products purchased and distributed 
with what are known as “section 32 
funds.” 

In June 1940, the school milk pro- 
gram, more popularly known as the 
“penny milk” program, was started 
with section 32 funds. One purpose 
of the program was to increase the 
consumption of milk among needy 
school children. Another was to im- 
prove the total income of milk pro- 
ducers by using quantities of milk for 
fluid consumption that otherwise 
would have been used in the manu- 
facture of butter, cheese, and other 
dairy products-at prices therefore 
lower to the milk producers. The 
Agriculture Appropriation Act of 
1944 (Public Law 129, 78th Cong., 1st 
sess.) established Federal cash pay- 
ments for local food purchase by 
school lunch authorities and merged 
the penny milk program with it. Un- 
der the “indemnity plan” in this leg- 
islation, schools were reimbursed in 
cash for the purchase of seasonal or 
overabundant foods used in certain 
defined types of school lunches. This 
act contained the first specific men- 
tion in Federal legislation of the 
school lunch program. It provided 
that assistance to the program could 

1 The full title of Public Law 320 ia “An 
act to amend the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act and for other purposes.” 

Table 2.-Total expenditures for the national school lunch program, by source 
of funds, fiscal years 1952-53,1953-54, and 1954-S 

[Amounts in millions, lodependently rounded] 

Source of funds 
‘“;“ber cent Amount ( ei Arno~~-~er oeut 

Total _-----________________ I $623.7 I mJ.0 I $594.3 I 160.0 I $513.11 109.0 
I- I--I- 

Private---..-.---.-.-.---------. 

Government, total _..___________ Federal, total ____. _____._____ 
Commodities.- _______._____ 
Cash _.__._________..___ ___. 

State-local- .________ _________ 

390.3 62.1 355.1 59.7 322.3 62.8 

233.6 37.9 f% 40.3 190.8 169.5 27. 0 29.7 133.7 Z 
33.1 13.2 109.0 18.4 66.5 13.0 
86.3 13.7 67.3 11.3 13.1 
6Q. 0 11.0 63.0 10.6 % 11.1 

Source: Releases of Agricultural Marketing Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
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Table 3.-Surplus and price-supported foods distributed under section 32 of 
Public Law 320 (1935) and section 416 of the Agricultural Act of 1949, by type 
of recipient, fical years 1952-53, 1953-54, and 19.5455 

(hmouuts in rnllliOUS] 
I I I 

F&t 9 months, 
fiscal Year 195546 1954-65 

I 
1953-64 

I 
1962-53 

Type of recipient l-.---L& 

Percent Amount Percent Amount Percent Amount Percent 

~~i:~ 

Total ______________ 1 3414.4 

Domestic _____.___-_--- 164.8 
Schools _________----_ 84.7 
Iust1tuti0ns. _ -----.- 26.5 
Needy PEXSOUS-m--e. 63.6 

Fore1gnw.m- __ _._--- - - 249.6 

Source: pleases of the Agricultural Marketing Service, U. S. Department of AgricUltwe. 

be continued whether or not there 
WAS a food surplus. Although direct 
donations of surplus commodities 
were still made, they were greatly 
reduced as wartime food demand re- 
duced the amount of the SurPlus and 
purchases under section 32.2 

Table 4.-Number of participating 
chikiren under the school lunch 
program qs a percent of total en- 
rollment in elementary and seumd- 
;;;4~wols, fiscal years 1946-47- 

National School Lunch Act 
In mid-1946 Congress passed the 

National School Lunch Act (public 
Law 396, 79th Cong., 2d sess.). The 
opening section of the act declares 
it to be 

the policy of Congress, as a measure 
of national security, to safeguard the 
health and well-being of the Nation’s 
children and to encourage the domes- 
tic consumption of nutritious agricul- 
tural commodities and other foods, by 
assisting the States, through grants- 
in-aid and other means, in providing 
an adequate supply of foods and 
other facilities for the establishment, 
maintenance, operation and expan- 
sion of nonprofit school-lunch pro- 
grams. 

Thus, after 11 years of operation on 
the basis of authority contained in 
the annual Department of Agricul- 
ture appropriation acts, the school 
lunch program was accorded perma- 
nent statutory authority. 

The National School Lunch Act 
was the flrst Federal legislation to 
embody a speciilc and well-defined 
variable-grant formula. Grants to 
the States are variable, or “equal- 

ZSee M. K. Jeffers, State Pmvimiem for 

School Lunch Pmgranu. Bull&n 1952-No. 4. 
U. 8. OfFice of Education, and Food Diatri- 

bution Pmwaffls. prepwed for the National 
Outlook Conference. Dairy Work Seeelon. 
October 29, 1954, by the Food Dletrlbutfon 
DlVfeiOn. &rlcultural Marketing Service, 
U. 8. Department of Agriculture. 
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Number 
FLscal year 

%%- 

1946-47----..- 
1947-43 ___--.- 
w&49- _. ..-- 
194~50.--.... 
1950-51----.-. 
1951-52-e-..-. 
1952~5.-----w. 
1953~54----.-. 
1954~55----.-- 

6,016 
6,016 

!$2 

%% 
9: 733 

10,139 
10,971 

Percentage 
increase 

from 
preceding 
fiscal year 

,_-..-__ 
T5 7 

12: 6 
10.2 
7.9 
5.0 
3.6 
8.2 

p~~:ecemnetnPf 
tary and 

secondary 
school en- 
rollment ’ 

22.6 
22.6 
25.8 
28.5 

$2; 

E 
32.2 

1 Basedon dstafrom the Offlceof Education (latest 
available at time of each annual report on the school 
lunch program). 

* Less than 0.005 Percent. 
Source: U. S. Department of Agrleulture, Agrl- 

cultural Marketing Service. 

ized,” to the extent that the amount 
granted varies directly with a State’s 
need for the program and inversely 
with the financial ability of a State 
and its localities to support the pro- 
gram.s Low-income areas are further 
assisted in that the required rate of 
non-Federal matching of Federal 
funds in States with an average per 
capita income below the national av- 
erage varies directly with State fl- 
nancial ability. In addition, the act 
is liberally drawn to provide that the 
Federal grant may be matched by 
funds “from sources within the States 
determined . . . to have been expend- 
ed in connection with ‘the school 
lunch program,” including “the rea- 
sonable value of donated services, 

3 See “Variable Grants in the School 
Lunch Program,” Social Sscwitu Bullstin. 

August 1946. pages 53-55. 

supplies, facilities, and equipment.” 
Thus parents’ payments for the 
lunches and any local funds PI+ 

vately raised are included in the to- 
tal of non-Federal matching funds. 

The grant formula provides for aP- 
portionment of Federal funds among 
the States in the ratio that each 
State’s index of need bears to the 
total of State indexes. The index of 
need for a given State is obtained by 
multiplying the State population aged 
5-17 by the ratio of the national av- 
erage per capita income to the aver- 
age per capita income of that State. 
For States where the average Per 
capita income is above the national 
average there is a Axed relationship 
between the amount of Federal aid 
and the non-Federal matching re- 
quirement. For States with per capi- 
ta incomes below the national aver- 
age “the matching required for any 
fiscal year is decreased by the per- 
centage which the State per capita 
income is below the per capita in- 
come of the United States.” 

With a view to the eventual as- 
sumption of greater financial respon- 
sibility for the school lunch program 
by and in the States, Congress in- 
cluded in the 1946 act a schedule un- 
der which, from 1946-4’7 to 1949-50, 
every Federal dollar would be 
matched by $1 from sources within 
the States; from 1959-51 through 
1954-55, by $1.50; and for 1955-56 
and. thereafter, by $3. This schedule 
has never been amended. 

Section 6 of the National School 
Lunch Act authorizes the Secretary 
of Agriculture to use part of the 
annual school lunch appropriation to 
make large-scale purchases of foods 
for the program. In recent years 
more than 15 percent of all Federal 
aid under the act has been in the 
form of such commodities. 

Originally the act provided that 
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the 
Virgin Islands could not receive more 
than 3 percent of the Federal funds 
appropriated under the school lunch 
program for purchase and distribu- 
tion of agricultural commodities. By 
a 1952 amendment, Hawaii and Alas- 
ka were removed from the restricted 
group and Guam was added. The 
1952 legislation also modified the ef- 
fect of the 3-percent limitation by 

(Continued on page 2.4 ) 
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Table 2.-Contributions and taxes collected under relec;;f4soc6ial insurance and related programs, by specified period, 

[In thousandsl 

Retirement, disability, and survivor insurance 

Period Federal 
insurance 

contributions 1 

$5,087,154 
6,442,326 

217,239 
923,619 
519,117 
221,517 
704,700 
340,055 

January ____________________----------. _.______. ._____.___ -.-__ 186,056 
February ________ ___._______ -- ______ _._._____..______.__ -_--__ 
MarCh.~.~.~~-~~~.~.~-~~~~~~.~.~~-~~~~-~--~~~~~.~~~~-~~.~~-~.~.~ 

661,916 
620,119 

April _..._________ _____________ _____ -.- _______.___ .______.__ -- 598,353 
May _____ -__- ________._ _______ .___ _ __.__._ -___-- _... ______ -_. 997,587 
June’..-.---.------.------------.-.---.-----.-----..------..---- 552,047 
July.-----.-.-.----.-.----------.---------.---------.--..------. (9 

Federal 
civil-service 

xmtributions 2 

0 275,775 
yg 

47:017 
48,721 
47,326 

52,318 17,300 
31,404 85,058 
59,257 53,870 
49,098 15,267 
53,424 91,356 
44,982 53,748 

@ 560,769 23,376 

T~Z3roS 
and their 
employees 

15,484 
84,970 
59,775 
18,031 
84,769 
54,691 

Unemployment insurance 

State nn- 
em;mggt 

contributions 1 

116,423 
242,213 

7,065 
87,766 

184,576 
12,346 

71,035 
130,219 

9,312 
138,956 
316,671 
12,140 

148,138 

Federal 
me~a;losyynenl 

2,433 
15, ‘7;; 

3,855 
14,014 

1,156 

31,850 
241,146 

?E 
2: 499 
1,291 
1,719 

Railroad 
nemployment 

insurance 
routributions 6 

120 
3,554 
2,389 

2,E 
4.142 

102 
1,872 
4,126 

12, ii! 
2,698 

434 

1 Represents contributions of employees and employers in employments cov- 1 Represents taxes paid by employers under the Federal Unemployment Tax 
ered by old-age and survivors insurance (beginning December 1952, adjusted for Act. 
employee-tax refunds); from May 1951, includes deposits in the trust fund by 6 Beginning 1947, also covers temporary disability insurance. 
States under voluntary coverage agreements; beginning January 1951, on an 6 Except for State unemployment insurance contributions, BS shown in the 
estimated basis. 

* Represents employee and Government contributions to the civil-service re- 
Final Statement of Receipts and Expenditures of the U. S. Umernment. 

7 Preliminary. 
tirement and disability fund; Government contributions are made in 1 month 0 Includes contributions from the Federal Government. 
for the entire 5scal yew. @ Not available. 

8 Represents deposits in State clearing accounts of contributions plus penalties 
and interest collected from employers and, in 3 jurisdictions, contributions from Source: MmthZy Statement ofthe U. S. !lYeasury, and other Treasury reports, 

employees; excludes contributions collected for deposit in State sickness insurance unless otherwise noted. 

funds. Data reported by State agencies. 

Table 3.-Total Federal cash income and outgo,’ and amounts for programs under the Social Security Act, fiscal years 
1953-54,1954-55, and 1955-56 

[In millions] 

Cla.ssi5estion I 1953-54 I 1954-55 I 1955-56 

Cashimwmeordeposits* _____...__________..____________________--- -- ._________.._____ ___- _______ 
Socialsecurity~~~~.~~~~.~~~~~~~..~~~~~~~~..~..~~~~~~~~-.--~~~~~~~~~~....~~.~.-.--.~~..~~-.~.~~~~ 

Federallnsurancecontributions ._.________. --_- ___._ __.______ __---- _______ ---- _____ -_-_- _____ 
Federalunemployment taxes ____ -.- ________ __.____._ . ..________ --- ________.___ ______ -_-___ 

~Depositsinunemploymenttrustfund*.-.--.-.- ________ --- ________ ________.. _______ -_-__-__ 

$7$ ;g 

4: 589 
285 

1,246 
65,695 
74 ;; 

’ 67 

l,&:: 
1,805 
3,276 

65,3;: 

$7, ;5$ 

5: y3; 

1,142 
61,249 

%E 
’ 80 

1,i-l: 

2I 
’ 26 

62,039 

$77,079 
8,096 
6,442 

325 
1,329 

68,983 
72 j;; 

‘98 
IF. 

1,7G 
1,287 
5,361 

’ Represents flow of cash, exclusive of borrowed cash, into and out of the general 6 Grants for employment security administration (including em loyment 
fund and trust accounts of the Treasury. Beginning 1952-53, cash deposits and ,x, 
withdrawals on revised Treasury basis. 

service), for old-age assistance, aid to the blind, aid to dependent oh:1 en, and 

* Deposits by States of contributions collected under State unemployment in- 
aid to the permanently and totally disabled, and for maternal and child health 
and child welfare services. 

surfulce laws. 
* Includes expenses of Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance for prcpar- 

6 In connection with old-age and survivors insurance. 

ation for building construction. 
Source: Total Federal cash income or deposits and outgo or withdrawals from 

* Excludes salaries and expenses for the Mexican farm labor program, be- 
Treasury BuZZetin; trust fund operations from Treasury releases; other data from 

ginning 195162. 
Monthly Statement of Receipts and Ezpenditures of the U. S. Qot~emme~U and from 
individual agencies. 

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 
(Continued from page 22) 

raising the apportionment per school- 
age child in the three jurisdictions to 
an amount not less than that made 
to the State with lowest per capita 
income among those participating in 
the program. 

In 1949 the school lunch program 

24 

was named first on a list of priority 
beneficiaries of certain price-sup- 
ported foods donated under section 
416 of the Agricultural Act of 1949 
(Public Law 439, 81st Cong., 1st 
sess.) “to prevent the waste of food 
commodities acquired through price 
support operations, which are found 
to be in danger of loss through de- 

terioration or spoilage.” The Secre- 
tary of Agriculture and the Commod- 
ity Credit Corporation were author- 
ized to make these foods available “at 
the point of storage at no cost save 
handling and transportation costs 
. . . from the point of storage.” Under 
this section, commodities were do- 
nated to the school lunch program 

Social Security 



Table 4.-Federal grants to States under the Social Security Act: Checks issued by the Treasury Department in fiscal 
years 19565.5 and 1955-56 

[In thousaudsj 

Fiscal year 1955-56 

Maternal 
and child 

health 
services 

state 
Total, 

fiscal year 
195465 

Aid to the 
perma- 

mtly and 
totally 

disabled ’ 

$91,974.6 

3,388.4 

1,505. 7 
_.._._._._ 

2,092.g 
1,115.g 

142.9 
946.9 
632.3 

4,082.O 
515.4 
371.5 

3,353.1 

Child 
welfare 
SerVlWS 

Old-age 
assistance 

Aid to 
the blind 

Employ- 
ment 

security * 

$396.761.7 

7,965. 1 
1,010.4 
3,651.8 
4,074.g 

42,057. 6 

SE 
’ 909.6 

1,838.3 
11, 720.6 

$37,952.8 
.~ 

494.2 
34.2 

326.9 
681.3 

5, 683.5 
137.5 
163.4 
103.0 
107.1 

1,119.g 

$226,932.5 

3,443.0 426.1 
997.7 84.4 

2,240.O 85.8 
2,192.2 201.3 

23,847.1 607. 9 
1,899.O 209.7 
3,526.8 144.8 

494.1 85. 6 
998.9 150.6 

4,171.a 286.5 

518.1 
169.7 

_.___.._-- 
309. 9 
622.1 
148.2 
211.6 
93.2 

252.0 
392.5 

9,711. 0 1,242.g 3,349. 2 
2,425.2 44. 7 715.2 
1,414.0 78. 1 1,199. 8 

20,051. 9 1,625.7 9,860.9 
6,247. 2 738.9 4,382.0 
4,829. 7 614.5 
3,363.B 

1,895.9 
264.9 1,801.6 

11,313.3 985.5 2,667.g 
12,873. 4 782.0 2,932. 1 
3,122.g 215.9 1,268.8 

360.1 
141.6 
92.6 

309.7 
233.6 
177.1 
136.3 
291.4 
300.0 
87.6 

554.5 
162.6 
150.7 
458.4 
151.5 
291.2 
177.5 
494.1 

:::: ; 

4,938.2 185.9 3,624.4 
9, 562.8 778.3 9,055. 5 

13,498.l 715.2 
5,716,s 

11,346.O 
512.5 

3,246.2 
3,221. 3 

1,181.8 2,317.a 
12,969.2 1,728.2 4,011.6 

1,501. 0 188.4 1,159.2 
1,981.O 340.3 1,117.4 

268.9 53. 5 737.3 
790.9 110.6 1,068.8 

328.8 308.7 100.8 
350.8 212.4 80.0 
331.4 461.6 225.1 
223.9 265.3 163.3 
307.7 327.1 202.0 
255.4 410.6 170.8 
84.2 131.0 64.1 
99.2 130.6 51.2 
73.2 86.9 23.7 
65. 2 28.2 47.9 

5,057. 9 
4,017. 7 

46,962.1 
11,734.3 
1,168.3 

13,463,s 
10,005. 6 
2.675.2 

“7 ;“,;: ; 

450.6 9,886.a 157.4 213.8 
139.4 1,313.6 123.5 122.6 

2,024. 9 31, 751.4 453.8 444.9 
1,807.9 4,293.6 547.8 567.1 

47.6 774.1 85. 1 106.2 
1,713.6 9,787.4 374.9 463.2 

848.1 2.655.3 156.1 322.0 
132.2 2,919.1 105.9 139.2 

3,450.l 18,150. 6 482.4 561.6 
54.5 864.8 308.0 451.6 

2,473.0 
3,852.4 
1,882. 5 

11,383.4 
12, 665. 7 
2,112. 6 

829.9 
5,684.a 

50.4 
6,771. 5 

11,493. 5 
5,769.2 

462.8 

70.9 

“2: i 
1,102. F 
2,439.T 

loo. 3 
62.3 

431.3 
4.4 

337. E 
337.7 
462. f 
28. 5 

2,059.g 84.9 126.7 
2,607.4 259.7 390.3 

573.8 86.1 106.3 
3,395.g 379.8 424.6 
9,459. 5 543.7 701.4 
1, 633.6 128.0 197.6 

762.2 77.0 97.6 
2,175.o 321.2 395.7 

39. 2 68.1 87.1 
4,634. 7 182.8 215.3 
1,778.2 185.5 287. 7 
3,223.1 201.5 312.7 

659.0 75. 6 71.4 

Total 

., 715,829. 7 $928.585.5 Total .______.____.______ $1,644,683.1 

Alabama ____________. -- ____ 
Alaska . ..___________ --- ____ 

33,029.o 

Arizona __-_.___-_____ -.-- __ 
2,384.8 

Arkansss--.-.-.--.-.------- 
11,253.8 

Califomia _____.______ -- ____ 
24,470.g 

Colorado----..----.---.--.- 
181,344.8 

Conuecticut ____.--_.______. 
28, 728.6 

Delaware..-..-.-.---------- 
14,715,s 

District of Columbia ______. 
2,099.o 

Florida... ._____________ --__ 
5,340.S 

38,325.6 

Qeorgla-...---.------------ 
Hawaii.... . __ ___ _ _ _ __ _ _ 

49,206.g 

Idaho ..___._____________ -_- 
4,449. 6 

111in0is. _ __ _. ___ _ _ _ _ __. _ _ _- 
6,302.4 

Indiena.....-.-.-.-...-.--- 
69,623.1 

IOWa..-._..---_---.------.- 
23,391.0 

Kansas.....-..-....-..-..-- 
23,186. 7 

Kentucky .__._.________ -. _- 
20,485. 1 
32,245.3 

Loulsl8na~~.~.~.~.-.-~-~~-. 
Maine.... _________. -- __..__ 

67,626. 5 
9,263.4 

Maryland _._.______________ 
Massachusetts __________._. 

14,340.o 

Michigan _________ -__-.._-_ 
62,845. 7 

Minnesota---.-.-----..---. 
55,075.2 

MlsslssiP~i ______.__ -_-.---. 
28,931.4 

MfssOUIi _____._. -___-.----- 
26,956.g 

Montana _.___.__._._._.____ 
77,Oll.l 

Nebraska.... _._____________ 
7,148.O 

Nevada. .____._____________ 
10,046.7 

New Hampshire ___________ 
1,929.2 
4,720.g 

45,477.1 
3,012. 7 

29,024. 1 
676.8 

11,975.8 
25,216. 7 

5,604.E 

186,161.6 
16,090. 6 

29,704.4 
113,103.6 

16,868.3 
20,541.l 

2,477.3 
7,504.l 

608.2 
5,543.E 1,221.1 

44,042.l 25,577. 4 

51,939.6 
4,6%X2 

32,414. 8 
620.5 

6,509. 5 
75,353.3 

3,173.4 

23,747.7 
39,498.9 

23,329.6 
11,895,s 

20,928. 5 
15,370. 5 

33,088.6 
13,581.7 

71,867.2 
17,115.l 
49,414.B 

9,875.1 4,762.0 

l&094.2 
59,668.2 

3,641.2 

55,156.4 
34,857.4 

30, 555.2 
27, 561.6 
19,972.o 

27,840.l 
77,372. 6 

19,361.l 
52p239.3 

7,157.3 
10,830.6 

3,418.O 
6,813.g 

2,347. 5 1,104.o 
4,504. 1 2,267.0 

26,170,s 
9,653.a 

8,581. 7 
3,261.g 

141,575.5 40,822. 5 
38,402.4 

5,829.O 
15,036.3 
3,204.a 

67, 690.8 37,932.3 
54,847.5 38,120.9 
14,843.8 7,426. 5 
69,842.2 19,271.6 
6,078. 7 1,495.g 

8,577. 7 
22,931. 2 

3,053.a 
12,646.3 

6,929. 5 
36,919.O 

3,823.6 

103,483.6 
19,382. 4 
77,341.l 

8,624.B 3,636.2 
4,814,s 

15, 635. 3 
2,717. e 
4,831. s 

382.7 89. C 
38,407. 8 23,811.4 
22,865.2 6,150.l 
25,871. 5 15,298. f 
3,148,s 1,614.1 

218.1 
39.5 
66.3 

160.8 
239.7 

76.2 
68.4 
40.9 
28.9 

141.2 

225.1 
33.0 
29.3 

194.7 
98.7 

150.7 
110.9 
221.3 
173.1 
69.3 

81.1 
71.6 

217.5 
319.0 

61.8 
260.5 
135.0 
51.0 

Et; 

394 

‘%: i 
217.6 
332.6 

58.5 
51.1 

214.0 
30.0 

112.6 
163.9 
170.2 
41.0 

_....-.-.. 
1,491,s 

_......... 
5,019.4 

233.3 

1,966.2 
4,771.0 
1,017.3 

480.1 
896.3 

5, 587. 5 
611.5 
297.1 

125. : 

1,741. : 
603. 7 

18,898.4 
4,106. t 

381. C 
3,695.1 
2,604. : 
1,394.i 
5,142.l 

739.5 

669. i 
2,400. : 

309. t 
632. f 

758. ( 
217.: 

1,581.’ 
14.1 

2,341. : 
2,468. : 

433. ( 
195.k 

New Jersey.. _ _. _ _ _ __ _ _. _ _- 
New Mexico _._._______.__. 

24,772.g 

New York ________________ 
l&277.8 

135.790.0 
North Carolina..~..~~.~..~. 
North Dakota ._.___.__.____ 

35,914,s 

Ohio-....-.---..---_-----.. 
5,492.6 

Oklahoma..- .___.___.______ 
63,353. E 

Oregon .._.____________ _.__ 
52,806. E 
14,923.4 

Pennsylvania _______._____. 
Puerto Rim---- .___ _.____ 

68,854. E 
5,613.2 

Rhode Island ______________ 
South Carolina- _____ .__. -. 
South Dakota ______ .._.. -- 

8,530. E 
21,977.z 
6,954.2 

g! y;: i 

8: 478. i 
4,266. t 

13,849. I 
378. I 

36,220.l 
23,289. f 
25,600. : 
2,943. : 

Tennessee...------.-.------ 
Terss---....-.---.-----.--- 
Utah ___._.....__.._________ 
Vermont....-.-....-------- 
Virginia... _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ __ _ _ __ _ 
Virgin Islands ________._____ 
Washington .____________._. 
West Virginia _..___. -.--... 
Wisconsin _______... -.-- ..__ 
Wyoming ____._ -_.-..---._. 

1 States for which no grant is shown either had no approved plan or State plan 
was approved too late to receive grant during this period. 

under the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, operating costs of the 

2 Excludes grants made to State employment security agencies as agents for 
District of Columbia Employment Center, and a small payment to Railroad 

the United States for the payment of unemployment compensation to veterans 
Retirement Board for informational services to States. 

Source: Unpublished data of administrative agencies. 

in 1950, 1951, 1952, and 1955. of spoilage” requirement was re- lunch program administrative agen- 
Section 416 was amended in 1954 moved so that commodities may be ties at all levels of government were 

by the Agriculture Trading and De- bought and distributed while they are designated to administer the pro- 
velopment Assistance Act (Public Law in prime condition. gram. In the fiscal year 1954-55 the 
480, 83d Cong., 2d sess.) to enable the The Agricultural Act of 1954 (Pub- program was operating in more than 
Commodity Credit Corporation to pay lit Law 690, 83d Cong., 2d sess.) au- 47,000 schools, where, at a cost to the 
the cost of reprocessing and packag- thorized expenditure of not more Federal Government of $17.2 million, 
ing its donable foods as well as a sub- than $50 million of Commodity more than 400 million half-pints of 
stantial part of the cost of delivering Credit Corporation funds a year for milk were consumed in addition to 
the commodities from central store- the period September 1, 1954, through the milk consumed as part of the 
houses to distribution points within June 30, 1956, for a special milk pro- regular school lunches. Under legis- 
the States. In addition, the “point gram in nonprofit schools. School lation passed in April 1956-Public 
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Table 5.-Status of the old-age and survivors insurance trust fund, by specij?ed period, 193746 
[In thousands] 

I Receipts 

Period Net contribu- 
tion income 

and transfers I 

I- 
Cumulative, January 1937-June 

19566..------.-...----------- 
Fiscal Year: 

195364 5 ______ _ ----________.__._ 
1954-55”..----...-..-----.------ 
195&56”-..---.---.-----------.- 

1965 
June‘-.------.---.-.-----------~- 
July ____________.._-________ -.--_- 
August.....~... _.__________ -- ____ 
EePtember- _ ___~~~~~~~~~~~_. __-._ 
October _________________.________ 
November _________ _ _._________.__ 
Deeember------.---------------.. 

1958 
J81NlSrye.- __ _ _ _ ____ _- __ ___ _ _ _ _ -- - 
February ________.___ _ __________.. 
March-----.-...--..------------- 
AprILem _ _ _ _____ __ __ ___ __ _ _ __ _ _. __ 
May _________________________ -.__ 
June*--.--~--------------~------- 

$42,077,921 $3,917,798 $22,452,811 $949,844 

4,589,182 450,504 3,275,556 88,636 
5,087,154 
6,442,326 

447,580 4,333,147 103,202 
494, ge9 5.360,813 124,339 

7rh7, ns 
23 ;g 

519: 117 
“f ;; 

344 055 

175,243 427,705 
‘7,439 423,430 

1,330 428,390 
15,330 428,522 
18,127 434,163 
4,219 436,644 

201.141 437,443 

9,079 

:t E 
;: ;;; 

12: 542 
9,479 

186,056 1’ 

, 

‘1,041 438,481 9,727 
3,303 444,634 9,999 

13,737 457,667 10,227 
18,427 471,736 9,568 
4,6oc 478,994 12,440 

2Q6,19f 480,708 9,239 

- 

Interest Bene5t Administrative 
received z payments expenses 3 

Expenditures Assets 
- 

r 

.- 

- 

Net total of C8Sh 
U. 5. Oovem- balance 
nent securtties at end of 

acquired ’ period 

536,246 
266,104 
438.002 

-247,406 
70,352 

175,942 
-179,159 

$550,034 

702,752 
560,152 
550,034 

560,511 21,141,001 
84,524 20,931,llQ 

132,840 z&417,437 
498,347 21,513,386 
522,116 21,309,097 
602,849 21,568,830 
561.238 21,663,104 

547,533 21,401,992 
687,767 21,612,579 
577.786 21,678,541 
892,421 21,814,016 
755,506 22,324,769 
650,034 22,593,064 

- 

-- 

- 

Total assets at 
end of period 

522,593,064 

1 For July 1940 to December 1950 equals taxes collected; beginning January 1951, and preparations for construction authorized by P.L. 170,63d Gong.. 1st se% 
equals amounts appropriated (estimated tax collections) and, from May 1951, 4 Includes accrued interest and repayments on a@%mt of accrued inter-t on 
deposits by States under voluntary coverage agreements. For 1947-51 includes bonds at time of purchase. 
amounts appropriated to meet costs of benefits payable to certain veterans’ sur- 5 Data for f&Cal years 1953-54 and 1954-55 and for June 1955 revised to corres- 
vivors. Beginning 1952, includes deductions to adjust for reimbursement to the 
aeneral Treasury of the estimated amount of taxes subject to refund for em- 

pand with Anal Statement of Receipts and Ezpenditwes of thr U. S. Uo~~~t. 
Cumulative data and those for fiscal year 1955-56 and June 1956 arePrelimhWY. 

ployees who paid contributions on more than 53,600 a year (through working for 6 Represents interest transferred from the railroad retirement account-in JUlY 
more than 1 employer)-366 million in October 1955 for 1954 taxes. 1955 on 3330.6 million for the fiscal year 1954-55-on the estimated amount that 

* Includes interest transferred from the railroad retirement account under the would place the old-age and survivors insurance trust fund in the Same position 
financial interchange Provision of the Railroad Retirement Act, as amended in it would have been in at the beginning of the fiscal year if railroad emPloYrncnt 
1951. See footnote 6. had always been covered under old-age and survivors in.WanCe. 

8 Represents net expenditures for administration. Beginning November 1951, 
adjusted for reimbursements to trust fund of small amounts for sales of supplies 

7 Includes $50,781 profit to the fund on sale of securiti’?.?. 
Source: Month& Statement of Receipts and Expenditures of the U. S. Gmnmmt 

and services. Beginning October 1953, includes amounts for expenses of plans and unpublished Treasury report. 

Law 465 (84th Con&, 2d sess.)- 
Congress extended the special school 
milk program to June 30, 1958, and 
raised the amount available for it 
from $50 million a year to $75 million. 

The 1954 act also authorized ex- 
penditures for the program in non- 
profit child-care centers, summer 
camps, settlement houses, and similar 
nonprofit institutions devoted to the 
care and training of underprivileged 
children on a public welfare and 
charitable basis. In 1956, Congress 
passed legislation (Public Law 752, 
84th Cong., 2d sess.) authorizing ex- 
tension to all nonprofit camps and 
child-care institutions. 

States could accept the Federal cash 
apportionment only by special au- 
thorization of their governors, subse- 
quently confirmed by legislative ac- 
tion. Within a short time all the 
States had enacted school lunch leg- 
islation permitting them to partici- 
pate in the national program, though 
the laws vary widely from State to 
State. 

payment of public funds to private 
schools (27 States and Hawaii). For 
the private schools in those jurisdic- 
tions, the Department of Agriculture 
itself signs the agreements with the 
individual local sponsors and as- 
sumes the functions that the State 
education agency performs for the 
public schools. 

Mechanics of Participation 

The agreements signed by State 
education agencies and by the local 
sponsors include three basic Federal 
program requirements : 

t 1) The lunch program must be 
operated on a nonprofit basis. All 
receipts must be used to improve the 
meals or to reduce their price, or 
both. 

The National School Lunch Act of 
1946 required that Federal funds for 
the program be distributed through 
the State education agency. Many 
States then had established no legal 
authority under ivhich the education 
agency could accept Federal funds, 
and for the first year of the national 
program-fiscal year 1946-47these 

Under these legislative authoriza- 
tions the Department of Agriculture 
enters into contractual agreements 
with the State education agencies for 
the operation of the school lunch pro- 
gram. In turn, these State authori- 
ties approve the schools for partici- 
pation, enter into contractual agree- 
ments with the local sponsor-usually 
a school board or school official (al- 
though parent-teacher kssociations 
often have acted in this capacity)- 
and provide general supervision of in- 
dividual school lunch operations. 

This description of Federal-State- 
local relations under the school lunch 
program does not apply in the juris- 
dictions that have laws prohibiting 

(2) The meals served must meet 
the nutritional standards set by the 
Department of Agriculture. 

(3) The lunches must be offered 
free or at a reduced price to children 
unable to pay the full price. 

There is no standard price for a 
school lunch; each school sets its own 
price on the basis of local costs of the 
food, equipment, and labor. A survey 

26 Social Security 



Table 6.-Old-age and survivors insurance: Monthly benefits in current-payment status at the end of the month, by 
type of benefit and by month, July 1955-July 1956, and monthly benefits awarded, July 19561 

[Amounts in thousands; data corrected to Aug. 19,1956] 

Child’s Widow’s or 
widower’s Mother’s Parent’s Total 

I 

Old-age 

I 

Wife’s or 
husband’s 

I 
Number I I I I I I I Amount Number Amount Number Amount Number Amount Amom Number Amount Number Amount Number 

~___ 

Monthly beneflta in 
current-payment 
status at end of 
month : 

------ 

1955 
July _______________ 7,643,250 
August ____..___._. 7,724,551 
September _.__..__ 7,796,310 
October ___________ 7,855,522 
November __._.____ 7,901,917 
December _________ 7,960,616 

25,656 
25,731 

q234.4 

25,870 
1,242.Z 
1,251.g 

25,394 
25,053 

1,250.l 

25,188 
1,249.b 
1,256.b 

39,663. 
40,119. 
40.605. 

8,003,915 
8,069,862 
8,149,733 
8,235,594 
8,315,314 
8,374,453 
8,451,169 

2 $5 ;J; 
4: 594: 991 
4,649,159 
4,697,531 
4,731,942 
4,781,036 

1,281,915 46,782.0 709.569 1,287,480 34,585.9 47.096.4 715,965 34,932.3 291,850 13.425.5 25,272 1,263.e 
1.293,384 47,422.3 723,119 

292,003 
35,317.0 

13,459.l 25,300 
1,266.l 

1,301,683 47.859.3 1,310,331 48,312.0 731,146 

292,99U 

35,750.O 

13,542.4 

294,950 13,677.7 

25,366 
1.270.8 

739,968 25,492 1,279.1 
1,316,728 48,662.0 

36,224.6 
747,766 36,647.7 

295,771 13,759.0 
297,294 

25,595 
1,285.B 

1,320,390 48,912.8 756,213 37,106.Z 

13,875.g 

299,675 

25,705 

14,047.Z 
1,293.3 

25,804 1,30#.4 

41; 141. 
41,632. 
41,968. 
42,477. 

Monthly 

%%??!??.j 132,384 7.61.2 71,294/ 5,108.d 25,164 8.83. 18,109 no. 5 1 l&g541 609.31 5,8611 325.01 2971 17.2 

1 Beginning December 1955, all benefits of persons receiving both an old-age benefit and a widow’s, widower’s, or parent’s secondary beneflt are included only in the 
number of old-age benefits and the amount of the reduced secondary benefit is combined with the amount of the old-age benefit. 

Table 7.-Old-age and survivors insurance: Number of monthly benefits withheld, by reason for withholding payment 
and type of benejit, June 30.1956 

[Based partly on lO-Percent sample] 

T 
Old-age I Wife’s or husband’s 

Parent’s 
Rldow’s 
or wid- 
ower’s 

- 

-- 

. _ 

_ 
_ 

- 

65 and 
over 

Total 
WiVeS, 
under 
wea 

4,789 

2,293 

10 

1,364 

0 

34,937 31,936 2,627 

5;: 
213 

1,m 

61 
_ _ _ _. _ _ 

152 
788 

fi 
192 

Reason for withholding payment 2 Total 

Total. ___________________ _- ________________ 

HIIs- 
band’s 

394 

Total Male Female 

_ - _ _ - - _ 
319 
885 

69 148,633‘ 

141,350 

220 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ - -. _ _. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

1,329 
5,734 

.- 

_. 

- 

Covered or noncovered employment 8 of bene- 
flciary in United States or covered employ- 
ment aof beneficiary outside United States 

Noncovered employment a of beneficiary out- 
side United States.---...----.------.------ 

Goveredornoncoveredemployment 8 in United 
States or covered employment 8 outside 
United States of old-age beneficiary on 
whose earnings benefit Is based __.__..___._ 

Noncovered emplonnent * outside United 
States of old-age beneficiary on whose eam- 
ingsbenefltisbased ____________. -_--- _____ 

Failure to have care of an entitled child ..______ 
Payee not determined ___.______...____________ 
Administrative reasons _____._._______________ 

246,517 

390 

174,595 

280 

0 

0 

374 

0 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

2t 

34,937 

4,i: 
2,488 

10,398 

_________ ________-- 
“JE$ __________ 

26 
1,626 34 

1,759 
6,853 

1 Data for child’s benefits withheld are not available. 
*As provided for under section 203 of the amended act except for the reason 

“payee not determined,” in which cake bene5t payments are accrued pending 

determination of guardian or appropriate payee. 
2 Includes self-employment. 

by the Department of Agriculture in 
1952 found that at “program” schools 
-those participating in the national 
school lunch program-the average 
price charged for a meal was 22 
cents, and the average in “non-pro- 
gram” schools was 40 cents. At pres- 
ent the range is from about 5 cents 
to 35 cents in schools participating 
in the program. 

Whether a child shall pay the full 

Bulletin, October 1956 

price, a reduced price, or receive the 
meal free is determined in a differ- 
ent manner in the various schools. 
In some places the principal makes 
the decision, and in others, a differ- 
ent school official; in still others the 
determination that the meal shall be 
free is automatic upon notiilcation by 
the welfare department that the fam- 
ily is a client. The Department of 
Agriculture requires that all schools 

must arrange and implement the ex- 
emption from payment in such a 
manner that the child feels no dis- 
crimination and suffers no embar- 
rassment. 

Nutritional Aspects 
The nutritional objectives of the 

school lunch program are twofold- 
better health and better diets for 
children. These objectives are accom- 
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Table I.-Old-age and survivors insurance: Estimated number and amount of monthly benejifs in current-payment 
status as of June 30,1956, by type of benefit and by State’ 

““% 
111: 8% 
174,34 

2,727,20 
250,067 I 840,188 
Q4,952 

;4g;7 

Alabama---.-.-- 
Alarks.--- ____.. 
AdXl* _____ -. ___ 
Arkansas.. _____. 
cs1lfornis. _ _ __ __ 
Colorado .__.____ 
Collnecticut-~~. 
Delawarew--- 
Dist. of 001--m- 
Florida __________ 

“$ 35,791 

1% 7,E 

879: 1, 19,238 63,477 13 6,203 

30: 19,370 3,630 
3l$ 3,965 

=,m 

354, g+; 
163, 12:4w 
124, 9,791 
272, 32,884 
“3 22,391 

8,150 

224, 18,643 I% 41,406 

221: 43,878 16,486 
23 25,420 

4 34,125 4,251 ::, 6,782 

54: 1,162 3,551 

34,433 
1,500 
9,804 

15,779 
93,809 
11,509 
14,639 
2,801 
5,300 

32,313 

8,‘;; 
2,314 
4.208 

"pi; 

16:OQQ 
1,682 
2,897 

14,746 

8,684 
867 

1,558 
50,706 
21,568 
9,930 
7,044 
9,142 
7,437 
5,660 

5,079, 546 
200,652 

1,952,396 
3,138,980 

36,469,207 

2 3 ::I 
1: 040: 421 
1,627,305 

11,966,324 

54,573 
2,247 

20,111 
40,OQl 

412,254 
40,340 
84,764 
11,103 
18,727 

135,642 

430,000 
6,307 

163,027 
294,735 

3,;j;,g2 

840:695 
98,118 

113,491 
1,264, Ml5 

2,973,243 
136,059 

1,240,529 
2,055,156 

25,734,858 
2,438,405 
",yJg" 

1,142: 482 
8,555,437 

Georgia.. ___.____ 
Hemaii~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Idaho__-- _______ 
IlllnOls -._____-__ 
Indiana. ._ _- _ _ _ 
rowa. __ _________ 
KSnSaS.. _. _ _ _ ___ 
Kentucky _______ 
Loulslsna~ _ __ _._ 
Maine.. ______.._ 

“3 LE 
69:814 

2,556,413 
1,043,793 

458,516 
321,252 
417,586 
332,106 
265,211 

7, 882 
986 

14,E 
7,205 
3,496 
2,666 
6,576 
5,623 
2,082 

‘,O$fg 
190: 175 

f, ;;i ;fg 

'602:462 
498,367 

i3 % 
313:143 

57,242 
9,654 

16,038 
292,835 
136,674 
78,444 
55,544 
66,338 
46,324 
41,429 

14,224 396,949 
2,017 59,579 
4,348 129,784 

75,758 2,675,226 
38,872 1,296,658 
22,621 
16,058 

702,946 
492,860 

19,504 
11.862 

561,738 

10,231 
336,504 
318,959 

36,961 
4,986 
5,229 

66,626 
g! ;g 
13:291 
32,388 
25,234 
9,106 

19,932 
36,001 

~~~~ 
g: gi; 
5:284 
7,635 
1,778 
5,037 

125,532 
18,554 
28,145 

502,198 
240,210 
‘if ;g 

134: 626 
96,958 
66,676 

3,gy; 

921:540 
19,333,972 
8,489,866 
4,602,516 
3,202,316 
3,785,310 
2,544,203 
2,422,487 

Maryland- _ _ _ __. 
Messacbusetts- 
Michigan __.__._ 
Minnesota _____._ 
Mlsslssl~pi~-- 
Missouri.~...~ _ _ _ 
Montana.-- __.__ 
Nebraska ________ 
Nevada __________ 
New Hampshire- 

582,428 
1,874,472 
1, ;;4 ;;; 

141: 315 

3 El 
194: 626 
25,364 

171,497 

4,642 
10,087 
12,173 

6 %5 
6:224 

945 
1,595 

248 
1,171 

766,337 
1,492,594 
",;;$g' 

466:366 
1,057,185 

192,094 
2;3 ;;; 
189:602 

218,290 
29,568 
60,968 
8, 587 

42,032 

6,075,181 
19,690,535 
29;;; g4 

2'474,523 
11: 211: 867 

0 
EXO 
'455:351 

2,204,525 

64,331 
210,023 
196,411 
90,215 
30,133 

129,158 
9 

xt2 
5:203 

25,962 

3,957,764 
13,879,270 
13,379,279 
5,503,421 
1,505.419 
7,816, 551 
1,013,987 
2,115,536 

318,064 
1,582,229 

525,531 
1,893,302 
2,066,413 

797,895 
201,519 

1,095,658 
126,136 
321,812 
26,457 

203,156 

62,160 
5,520 

143,225 
30,947 
2,195 

HI, 658 
13,936 
9,792 

116,777 
7,114 

New Jersey--- 
New Mexlw-- 
New York _______ 
North Carollns~. 
North Dakota... 
Ohio ______ __ ____ _ 
Oklahoma _______ 
Oregon- _ _ _ ___ _ __ 
Pennsylvania..- 
Puerto Rico---- 

Rhode Island.- 
South Carolina-- 
South Dakota--. 
Temessee~....~~ 
Texas _.____ ._._ __ 
Utah _______ --___ 
Vermont- __ _____ 
virghl ISland.9.~~ 
vlrghlia_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
washington~.~.~ 
West Virginia--- 
WlSWllSh _______ 
wyomlng _____._ 

Foreign-- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

92 
1,452; 

345, 

7ii$ 

:z 
1,269: 

40, 

1% 
34: 

272, 
610, 

i$ 
303, 
174, 
291, 
302, 
17, 

1, Bol, 126 
46,858 

4,865,735 
419,084 
39,615 

2,586,235 
274,858 
364,424 

3,631,278 
13,209 

1,608,805 
225,252 

4,223,810 
1,219,7QQ 

97,148 
2.799,142 

632,532 
543,348 

3,607,464 
170,487 

36,816 
1,054 

96,737 
9,694 

5Q,E 
6,087 
7,641 

73,780 
338 

“3 iii ;$ ;;; 
IS:945 

487,649 
93,071 

105,507 
672,327 
33,429 

58,094 
71,751 
24,319 

124,975 
288,293 
31,584 
24,037 

8 
141,tiQ 
163,994 
112,142 
204,295 
11,862 

18,;3;25 

52,838: 975 
5,918,161 

757,673 
27,108,665 
4,317,232 
5,624,086 

“Y+Ei%z I 1 

3,240,953 
2,923,473 
$ y;, ;;‘: 

13:195:162 
1,593,618 
1,206,814 

14,254 
6,5OQ,529 
8,320,693 
5,404,254 

11,023,401 
607,962 

186,595 12,697,843 50,324 1,855,193 
9,795 542,334 2,579 71,741 

569,087 37,188,079 139,589 4,965,900 
62,259 3,434,744 16,729 467,862 
9,7cHl 520,271 2,581 71,503 

272,518 18,048,717 78,848 2,823,523 
50,187 2,818,235 14,335 414,581 
65,550 4,063,532 16,202 526,951 

375,627 24,939,691 107,016 3,822,876 
16,515 684,728 4,828 84,427 

35,257 
29,217 
14,254 
61,286 

144,231 
15,654 
14,269 

252 
69,950 
94,118 
52,640 

119,382 
6,905 

8,847 
99 

;':38 
16:732 
39,805 

4,931 
3,762 

50 
18,694 
23,583 
16,966 
34,407 
1,632 

6,073 
19,376 
1,900 

33,206 
54,145 
3,365 

3* ‘“0” 
32,296 
12,216 
26,452 
23,893 9Ml 

312,171 
204,149 
66,627 

380,236 
806,533 
114,Lw3 
100,857 

5 
506,::3 
604,628 
385,546 
917,710 
31,ebq 

6 
2Zl 
3:828 

30,741 
68,7Rl 
7,187 
3,039 

117 
33,710 
20, OQQ 
27,419 
25,671 
2,251 

239,225 6,278 

%%6 
5 4,719 

937:498 
1,484 
8,692 

2,364,225 20,996 
274,758 2,404 
107,498 2,167 

1,790 8 
1,075,562 ;;; 

811,485 0 
920,469 8:271 

1,030,714 18,461 
87,588 687 

378 244,727( ‘5 98q 211,cq 4,7q 227,876 52,s “I 2,767,O nl 30,6031 

Of persons receiving both en old-age benefit and a widow’s, widower%. or parent’s 
amount of the reduced secondary benefit is combined with the amount of the 
old-age benefit. 

1 Estimates for each State are shown unrounded, for convenience in summa- 
tion, t%nd not because they ere esamed to be accurate to the 1-t digit. 

secondary benefit are included only in the number of old-age benefits; the 
Benefits 

plished (1) by serving a well-bal- 
anced lunch designed to supplement 
the two meals eaten at home, and (2) 
by serving good nutritious foods. 
As a consequence the school lunch- 
room is often considered a “labora- 
tory for learning,” where children are 
served the kinds of foods they need, 
in the amounts they need for good 
health, and where they learn to eat 
the variety of foods conducive to the 
development of good food habits. 

The highest nutritional standard 

28 

established for school hinches by the 
Department of Agriculture is em- 
bodied in the Type A lunch pattern. 
It is a complete meal designed to pro- 
vide, for a youngster lo-12 years old, 
one-third to one-half the daily diet- 
ary allowances recommended by the 
National Research Council. The max- 
imum reimbursement to schools for 
each Type A lunch served is 9 cents. 

The Type B lunch pattern is an in- 
complete meal. It is less adequate 
from a nutritional viewpoint than 

Type A and should be supplemented 
by food brought from home. The 
Type B meal consists of the same 
kinds of food as the Type A but in 
smaller quantities; both meals include 
one-half pint of milk. Maximum re- 
imbursement to schools is 6 cents for 

each Type B meal served. The De- 
partment of Agriculture encourages 
use of the Type A lunch pattern, and 
few schools now serve Type B lunches. 
There is also a Type C lunch Pattern, 
consisting solely of one-half pint of 

social Securify 



Table 9 .-Old-age and survivors insurance: Amount of benefit payments in 
fiscal year 195556, by State 

[In thoussndsl 

Beneficiary’s State of residence Total 
Old-age Supplemen- 

t=Y 

State (ranked by number of Aged bene5ciarles 
aged bene5cisrles per 
1,oM) aged population) 

per 1,wO aged 
population 

Total __________________________ $5,360,813 $3,532,910 8531,831 $1.180.732 $115,340 Total, adjusted I_..______._ 454 

Alabama _____________ -___- ________ 
Alaska---------.---------------.-- 

62,374 

Arizona--_- ___________ -_____-_-___ 
2,449 

Arkansas __________.____ -- ____ ..__ 
23,868 

California-__-.-------.------------ 
38,225 

Colorado __.________________._____ _ 
444,523 

Connecticut _~~~~-~~~~_____________ 
43,347 

Delawste----.-..------------------ 
102,715 

District of Columbia ____________ -_ 
12,759 

Florids.-------.----------~------.- 
19,883 

145,216 

3k “6;; 

14: 759 
24,451 

306,184 
29,011 
70,237 
8,360 

13,593 
101,789 

5,775 
104 

2,167 
3,816 

%Z 
10: 441 
1,241 
1,469 

15,791 

19,720 

6,:: 

8% 
9: 128 

19,901 
2,817 
4,362 

25,225 

‘,“6: 

iii 

“% 
2,136 

341 
459 

2,411 

Qeorgis__-----.----.-------.---.- 
HaWail... _______-____________--.- 

%@o 36,629 

IdshO--__-.-.-------------------- 
10,830 7,008 

nlinOiS-----..-..----------------- 
16,562 10,964 

Indiana____-..-----.------------- 
344,085 230,028 

rowa-.-----..--..-.-------------- 
153,585 101,009 

KaIL%%L- ___--_----______.______ 
79,572 54,759 

Kentucky- ___._.________________ 
56,576 38, loo 

Louisians- ___________________ -___ 
74,137 45,036 

Maine-. ___________________.-.--.. 
52,459 30,270 
41,593 28,822 

5,441 
818 

1,671 
33,693 
16,356 
yg 

7: 338 
4,534 
4,m 

21,079 
2,796 
3,572 

72,303 
32,995 
14,527 
11,199 
20,122 
16,404 

7,993 

1,731 

iit 
8,061 

is% 
1: 078 
1,641 
1,251 

772 

Maryland __________._ ---._-___-_-- 
Massachusetts __________.___.__ :--. 

74,545 

Michigan-.e _. __ ___ _ _ __ __ _ __ _ _ _. _ _ 
239,512 

Minnesota..- ____._________________ 
248,130 

Misalsaippi... ___________________._ 
95,751 

Missouri- _ _ _ _ ._ _. __ ._ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ __ 
30,363 

Montana... ___.___________________ 
136,602 

Nebraska _._______________ ____ -___ 
18,202 

Nevada __.______. _________.__ _._._ 
36,377 

New Hampshire ___________________ 
5,684 

26,834 

47,088 
165,130 
159,181 
65,442 
17,911 
92,998 
12,064 
25,170 
3,784 

18,825 

6,762 
23,543 
26,182 
10,013 
2,704 

13,749 
1,628 
4,019 

2,% 

18,715 
46,096 
57,257 
18,558 
9,039 

27,027 
4,075 
6,482 
1,297 
4,925 

1,980 
4,743 
5,510 
1.;;; 

“% 

E 
538 

New Jersey-- _ ._ __________________ 
New Mexico _________ _ _____________ 
New York-..-----.-.-.-.---------- 
North Carolina ________ _ .____.__.__ 
North Dakota ________________ --___ 
Ohio _______________________________ 
Oklahoma .----.------------------- 
Oregon ____ _ __--------_____________ 
Pennsylvania ______________________ 
Puerto Rico _______________________ 

“3 g; 

644: 577 
72,712 

33Ez 
52: 768 
68,450 

456,577 
11,446 

151,074 
6,452 

442,450 
40,865 

6,190 
214,737 
33,530 
48,346 

296,724 
7,695 

23,163 
l,OQ2 

61,948 
6,368 

916 
35,479 
5,353 
6,635 

4? (9; 

48,180 
3,904 

125,756 
23,698 
1,950 

73,281 
12,737 
12,122 

102,130 
2,506 

5,395 
262 

14,423 
1,781 

7,:: 
1,148 
1,347 
9,804 

199 

Rhode Island. ______ ____-___ _______ 
South Carolina ____________________ 
South Dakota _____________________ 
Tennessee_---------.-------------- 
Texas _______________________ _- ____ 
Utah --____ _ _-______-___________.-- 
Vermont ____ _ ________________ _-___ 
virgin Islands ----..-._____________ 
Virgblia~ _ - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Washington- ___________ __________ 
west Virginia -------______________ 
wlsconsin ~~~~~~-~~~-______ -- __.___ 
Wyoming.__.-------._...-..--_.._ 

39,424 
36,011 
13,899 
66,334 

161,826 
;t g; 

’ 165 
79,902 

101,337 
65,867 

134,077 
7,405 

27,283 
19,119 
9,435 

g# ;g 

:$z 
’ 121 

47,980 
70,598 
38,703 
‘XJ, 127 
4,971 

3,830 
2,995 
1,481 
6,122 

‘pg 

1:493 

7,3E 
9,874 
6,879 

14,664 
677 

7.525 
13,056 
2,742 

19,102 
46,245 

5,360 
2,880 

26 
22,556 

:4 :z 
26: 734 
1,619 

786 
931 
241 

1,597 
3,873 

367 
265 

2,01: 
2,067 
1,167 
2,552 

138 

Foreign ______________ _ _____________ 33,139 23,386 3,024 6,409 320 

Monthly benefits 1 

1 Distribution by State and type of benetit estr- 
mated. Supplementary benefits are paid to aged 

widows or divorced wives with child beneficiaries in 

wives wlvee under age 65 with child beneficiaries 
their care, or dependent aged parents of deceased 

in thei care, dependent aged husbands and children 
insured workers. 

of old-age beneflclaries. Survivor bwefite arepaid to 
f Distribution by State based on l&Percent 

aged widows, dependent aged widowers, children, 
sample. 

Table LO.-Old-age and survivors in- 
surance: Number of aged bene - 
ciariesl receiving monthly bene ts F 
per 1,000 population aged 6.5 and 
over,2 by State, June 1956 

Total, unadjusted 3 ________ 462 

Rhode Island ._________________ 
Msfne....----.-.--..----.----- 
New Hampshire.-.-..---..---- 
Connecticut----~- .__._____.___ 
Florida.----....-.-...--------- 
New Jersey __.___._____________ 
Mawachusetts... ______________ 
Oregon... _____ _ _--_---._------- 
Pennsylvania ________-______--_ 
New York _____________________ 

616 

iii 
581 

f% 
567 

2 
534 

Delaware- ____ _____________--_ 
Wsshlngton----.-..----------- 
Michigan __.___________________ 
Vermont _.______________ _ ____-- 
California ..__ _ _ _ _ __-- - - _ __-- - -- 
Alaska ..________________.______ 
West Virginia _____._________-_- 
Ohio ______ ___.____.______.__-_ 
Maryland ___.___.____________.- 
Indiana.. _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ ______ 

528 
513 
509 

2 

% 
491 
487 
486 

Arizona---.-.- ________________- 
Hawaii-. _ __ _- _ _ __ __ _ - - _ ___-- -_ 
Wisconsin---.-.-.------------- 
Nevada ._._______ _____ _______ 
Illinois... _._____~-~~~~~_~~~~ _-- 
Utah ._._ _-_- ____._.______.____- 
Idaho.. _ _ _ __ _. _ _ ___. _ __ __ _ _ _ ___ 
Colorado.-----...----.--------- 
Missouri _____ __ ____________.___ 
Virginia ________ ______._____--_ 

484 
475 
474 
469 
466 
444 
432 
418 

Et 

Minnesota ____.__._____________ 
Wyoming ._______.______ _ _.__-_ 
District of Columbia ____._____- 
Montana ._._____________.______ 
Kentucky _.____.__ _ ______._ ____ 
Iowa-------------.-.------.---- 
KaI1SBS-----.-.--.--.----..-.-- 
Alabama--...-----..----------- 
Nebraska---.-.-----.---------- 
North Carolina ________________ 

Tennessee .______._________.____ 
Arkansas- _ _____._____________ 
Louisiana _.__ __________.______ 
Oklahoma ____._.__ ____________ 
Texss..-.--.---.-..---.-----.-- 
New Mexico _._________ ______. 
Georgia __________.._____.______ 
South Carolina ___._______.__-_ 
South Dakota ____._._____..____ 
Mlsslssippi--_ _________________ 
Puerto Rico---- _______________ 
North Dakota----.-.-.---..--- 
Virgin Islands ____~~~~~_~~~~--- 

332 
330 
329 
328 
327 
322 
318 
305 

iif 
248 
232 
148 

1 Persons receiving old-age, wife’s, husband’s, 
widow’s, widower’s, and parent’s bene5t.s. 

* Bwd on woulatlon as of Julv 1956. estimated by 
the Bureau of Public Assist&e. ’ 

3 Continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Adjusted rates 
are based on the exclusion of (1) wife beneficiaries 
under we 65 with child beneficiaries in their care 
and (2) &Plicate counts for bene5ciaries receiving 
both old-age and wife’s or husband’s benetlts. Rates 
for States unadjusted. 

whole milk; the maximum rate of re- 
imbursement is 2 cents. This “lunch” 
pattern is included in the program for 
schools without other lunch facili- 
ties. Each school must offer to all 
children in attendance the highest 
type of lunch that it serves. 

Within the framework of both 
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lunch patterns, the schools have OP- 

portunity to offer a wide variety of 
menus. They are assisted in meal 
planning by a file of about 400 reci- 
pes for dishes of the Type A pattern, 
developed by the Department of Agri- 
culture and distributed free to State 
education agencies and schools. In 

addition, the Department publishes 
material on the purchase and care of 
large-quantity cookery equipment, 
storage of food, and various other 
aspects of the school lunch program. 
State education agencies have also 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Table 12.-Public assistance in the United States, by month, July L955-July 19561 
[Except for general assistance, includes vendor payments for medical care and casts receiving only such Payments] 

I I I I I I I I 1 I I 

Total 2 

Aid to dependent children Aid 
to the 

Aid Aid 

Old-age Aid to perma- Qenersl Old- defkd- Aid 

Bsslstance 
ent 

Recipients the blind nently assistance Total age 
tgZ$ g; 

and (cases) assist- chil- tk and asstst- 

Femilfes totally *me dren 

Total 3 Children disabled 
blind to;!’ &g, 

fabled 
1 , I I I I 

Number of recipients Percentwe chance from meviou~ month 

1955 

104,l 
104,164 
104,249 

i 

104,444 
104,71 
104,860 

July ______ __. 
August-.w 
September- _ 
October----. 
November.. 
December- _ 

JWlSry-.- 
February.- 
March ______. 
April-- _ _ _ _ _ 
May ______ __ 
June- _ _ _ _ _ _. 
July--- _ - - -- 

+5.1 
+1.7 

‘“‘, 2 
-5: 9 
-4.3 
-. 8 

605,674 

%E 
615: 985 
617,058 
613,720 
607,813 

245,210 
247,117 
249,118 
251,533 
255,954 
258,279 
259,835 

336,OfKl 
336,WO ..- .._.. 
322,000 .._.... 
303,ce.l. _....._ 
290,lm -_....-- 
287,ooO . .._._. 

Amount of assistance Percentage change frc Bus month pm previc 

I 
$52,998,023 
52,763,377 
52,851,801 
52,512,850 
52,580,182 
53,415,407 

July.. __. __ _ 
August.-..- 
September. 
October---- 
November.- 
December- _ 

$2 
6 

$14 

‘+“:i 
f.2 

1956 

January-. _ _ 
February.-- 
March-..--- 
April -._____ 
May.... ____ 
June. _ _ _ _ _ _ 
July- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

53,474, cm 
54,051,818 
54,818,422 
55,239,202 
55,222,938 
54,785,725 
54,345,228 

1 For definition of terms see the Bulletin, January 1953, p. 16. 
to revfsion. 

All data subject 3 Includes as recipients the children and 1 Parent or other adult relative in fam- 

* Tots1 exceeds sum of columns because of inclusion of vendor payments for 
ilies in which the requirements of at least 1 such adult were considered in deter- 

medical care from general assfstance funds and from special medical funds; data 
mining the amount of assistance. 

for such expenditures Partly estimated for some States. 
4 Increase of less than 0.05 percent. 
1 Decrease of less than 0.05 Percent. 

(Continued from page 29) 

developed pamphlet material for the 
use of individual school programs. 

In addition, workshops are held for 
the local school lunch operating per- 
sonnel for in-service training and 
consultation purposes. The work- 
shops are generally sponsored by the 
individual State school lunch agen- 
cies alone or in cooperation with 
State colleges or universities or other 
State agencies. On request, the five 
offices of the Agriculture Depart- 
ment’s Food Distribution Division (of 
which the School Lunch Branch is a 
component) assist in planning and 
conducting these training programs. 
Further assistance is given to the 

Bulletin, October 195; 

schools through an active adminis- 
trative review of local school lunch 
programs, which is conducted by the 
State educational agencies as part of 
their supervisory functions. 

Recent Operations 
The first Federal donations of foods 

in the Ascal year 1935-36 amounted 
to $244,114 from section 32 funds. 
In 1954-55, total Federal cash and 
food donations amounted to $169.5 
million, of which $27.0 million rep- 
presented the value (cost) of section 
32 commodities. The total cost of 
school lunches in recent years, by 
program and by source of funds, is 
shown in tables 1 and 2. 

Since 194’7, the first full year of 

operation of the national school lunch 
program on a permanent Federal 
legislative basis, a total of $482.8 
million in surplus, price-supported, 
and locally purchased agricultural 
commodities has been used for school 
meals under the three legislative au- 
thorities: section 6, National School 
Lunch Act, $123.4 million; section 32, 
Public Law 320 (1935), $280.5 million: 
and section 416. Agricultural Act of 
1949, $68.6 million. The following 
commodities were donated under 
these authorizations, although not all 
of them in every year or under every 
authority: beef, butter, cheese, cot- 
tonseed oil, eggs, fruits and juices, 
honey, nonfat dry milk, olive oil, 
peanut butter, potatoes, pork and 
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Table la.-Amount of vendor payments for medical care for recipients of public assistance, by program and State, 
July 1956 1 

state Old-age 
assistance 

Total ____._._____________---------. ___. __ ..___________.__ $11,709,829 

Alabsma~--..~..-~.~~~~.~.~.~.~-~~............~.~.~...~.~~~~ 
Alaska ____.______. --.- ___.______._____._._..-.- _______... -.- 

I,640 
. . . . . . . . . ..__......_ 

C8llfO~l~~~..~.~~.~.~~~~~~~~~.~~~....~~.~~~~~~~~~~.~........ 
Colorado- .___._._ -_-___---- .________..________.---...-.-... 

242,099 
_......._..___.__.._ 

Connecticut~..-~-~- _.._ ____ .____. ____._ .._. 
Hawaii. _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ ._. _ _ _. - -. _. -. -. 

277,440 

IllillOk . .._._________..____-. -.-.-.- _.... . . . . . . . . . . . .._ _.__ 
8,075 

Indiana ___.__________.___._.- -_..-.- _.... -_-_..- 
1,335.154 

478,545 
IOwa----.-.---.---.------.---.-.-.......-.---.-------.------ __....___.........__ 
Kansas _____ ____ -___-___- _________.._._______-----.--- _____ .m-, 897 

Louisiana-... .___ _______.___________ -___--__- _____._ ..___ -_ 176 
MahE ____ -.-- .______ -._.- ..___ .._._..__. . .._.__ -.-- .._.._ 
MBsP~h~etts.~~.-.~~~~~..~~.-..-.-~-~--~~~~~.....~-....~-~. 

47,288 

Miohigan....-.----..--------..-----...--.--.----.----.-----. 
2,163,019 

Minnesota ___________________ _____ ^__..__..__ _.......___ -_ 
185,770 

1,398,992 
Montana-..--...---..-.....---.............-......-......... . .._____..-........_ 
Nebraska...--...~.~.~~~-...~~-..-.-...~---..--...~--~..~-... . . . . . . . . . . . . .._..... 
Nevads---~~~.-.~.-.-.~~.-.-.-...-~....--.-.-.~.~.~.....~... 
New Hempshlre .__.._._..._.........-.....-.---------.-----. 

6,647 

New Jersey __..__.____._._____.-------------..-... -- . ..__._.. 
88,215 

.._-- _________._ -.__ 

New Mexico- _.______________...______ ___. __ ________ __ ___._. 
New York....~-~~.~~~~~.-~~~-~..--..~--.~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~-~~~- 

38, 583 

North Carolina ..__.._...__________-------.--.-.---.. -.- ._.._ 
2,166,006 

North Dakota--..-..-...---.---------------.-.-.-.-.......-- 
47, 600 

Ohio... .._.___.___..__...._----.------.. --.._-.- . . . . . . . . . ..__ 
155,246 

Oregon-.-..-----.--..-.---.-.---..---.--.-.-..----...--...-- 
313,552 

Pennsylvania ___._._.___.________ -.- _..... --...-.--___-. 
186,780 

Rhode Island~..~.~~~~~~~~.~~~~~~~~-.~.~~-~-~-.-.~~~~~.~.~~-. 
130,291 
64,849 

South Csrolina.~-...~~~..~.-.-..--.....-.-~~~~~~.~~~..~.~~.. __________...._...._ 
South Dakota-.----.--..-.---.----..-----------------...-... . .._____............ 

Utah...-..-.---------------..--------.---.-------.---.------ 
Virgin Islands _________ _- __..____ __ ____ _.________.. __ 

1,066 
344 

Virglnis~..~~~~...~.~~~~...~~~~~~.~.....~......~.......~...~. _._.._.__._._.__._._ 
Washington.~......~~...~~~~~~.~.~..~...........~.~~~....... 
West Virginia _.________.__.___ ..__._...________.._--.-----. 

996,419 

Wisconsin..~.~~~~~~.~..~~-..~.~~~~.~~~~~~~..~~-..~.--.~..-~. 
39,458 

610,680 
WYoming.~..~.~.~~~..~...~~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.....-~....--~ __-_--_.-_--...._-. 

- 

- 
__ 
.- 
__ 

__ 

._ 

. 

. 

_. 

Aid to 
dependent 

children 

$2,063,938 

983 

101,422 
22.954 

277,233 
79,332 

qs, S.98 
4,097 

13,143 
141,946 

123,036 

12,636 
so, 19s 

23,366 
694,993 
17,316 
17,894 

if %z3 
115’445 
34: 460 

128,861 
31,050 

156,306 

Aid to 
the blind 

$312,286 

...------.-.20.i48. 

’ 1st 
5,328 

57,% 
17,610 

___.._.........._-. 
4,068 

459 
1,569 
d, 599 
2,500 

40,581 

2,871 
70 

1,868 
83,638 

1,043 
ii, a26 
d,189 

31,899 
1,182 

15 

9,429 
2,040 

11,988 

.- 

-. 

_. 
_. 

. 

_ 
_ 

- 

. _ 

Aid to the 
Permanently and 
totally disabled 

$2,071,965 

91 

$1 

70,917 
5,220 

288,616 

I:] 
36, sao 

2,282 
4,080 

507,859 
31,534 

5,930 

(9 
8,550 

6,446 
798,288 
13,202 
22,455 

. . ..-_._._______._ 
39,977 
48,845 
18,920 

“2 
199,474 
14,504 
%,006 

General 
assistance 2 

76,727 

2,185 
41,166 

140,064 
84,499 

153,146 
171,664 
181,416 
71,400 

(0, 
” 117,268 

2,943 
(9 

162,675 
21,676 

927,093 
69,467 
57,615 
g, f$I 

84: 379 

155 
153 

5,364 
qlg 

134: 605 
40.113 

* For the special types of public assistance Agures in italics represent payments 
made without Federal participation. States not shown made no vendor pay- 

made on behalf of recipienti of the special types of public assistance. 

ments during the month or did not report such payments. 
3 Includes an estimated amount for States making vendor Paymenti for medical 

* In all States except California, Illinois, Kansas, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
care from general assistance funds and from special medical funds and reporting 

Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, Oregon,, Pennsylvania, Utah, the 
these data semiannually but not on a monthly basis. 

Virgin Islands, Washington, West Virginia, and Wwonsin include payments 
4 No program for aid to the permanently and totally disabled. 
5 Data not available. 

pork products, rice, tree nuts, turkeys, 
and vegetables. 

Commodities donated under the au- 
thority of section 32 of Public Law 
320 (1935) and section 416 of the 
Agricultural Act of 1949 account for 
almost three-fourths of all food do- 
nations for school meals in the years 
since passage of the National School 
Lunch Act. At one time this pro- 
gram was the “best customer” for 
section 32 commodities. In the past 
few years, however, other federally 
aided programs-notably those for 
foreign distribution and for needy 
persons in this country-have been 
the beneficiaries to an increasingly 
greater degree and the school lunch 
program to a decreasing degree in the 
annual total of agricultural commod- 
ities directly distributed under these 
two sections. Table 3 shows the 
amount and proportion of the annual 
amount distributed under section 32 

and section 416 to the various types 
of recipients from July 1953 to March 
1956. 

Private funds are still the major 
source for financing the programs. In 
recent years, 60-65 percent of the 
total cost of the lunches has been 
provided by nongovernmental spend- 
ing. Parents’ payments alone aver- 
aged approximately 53 percent of to- 
tal expenditures in recent years. There 
is strong local interest in many com- 
munities in the lunch program, which 
has frequently been expressed in the 
form of financial donations to im- 
prove the meals or to buy equipment 
for their preparation and service. In 
the past few years, private contribu- 
tions by parent-teacher associations, 
women’s clubs, businessmen’s service 
organizations, and others have aver- 
aged about 9 percent of the total 
sums that have been provided from 
all sources. 

Participation in the school lunch 
program has increased steadily, par- 
ticularly since the passage of the 
Federal permanent legislation in 
1946. From 1947 through 1955, en- 
rollment in public and private ele- 
mentary and secondary schools in- 
creased 28 percent. In the same peri- 
od the number of children eating 
school meals served under the pro- 
gram increased 82 percent, almost 
three times as great an increase as 
that in school enrollment. As a pro- 
portion of the total school enroll- 
ment, the number of these children 
has increased from about 1 pupil out 
of every 5 enrolled in 1947 to about 1 
pupil out of every 3 enrolled in 1955 
(table 4). No meaningful comparison 
can be made of the growth over the 
years in the number of schools that 
serve school lunches because of the 
trend to consolidated schools in sub- 
urban as well as rural areas. 

32 Social Security 


