
To illustrate, the medmn meome of the e&l- 
mated 654,000 black marrled couples m 1971 w&s 
$4,344 

1 From table III the standard error of 50 percent 
of these married couples expressed 88 B percentwe 18 
*bo”t 2 6 percent 
2 As interest usually centers on the confidence 
interval for the medmn at the two-standard-error 
level, it is necessary to add and subtract from M) 
percent twice the standard error obtained in step 1 
This prmxdure yields limits of about 44 8 and 55.2 
(rounded to 45 and 6.5) 
3 Since 40 percent of the couples had incomes below 
$3.500 and 5 percent bad earnings of 33,50+$3,909, 
the dollar value of the lower llmlt may be found by 
linear interpolation to be 

(45 - 40) x $500 

5 
+ $3,Mx) = $4,W 

4 Blnce 45 percent had incomes below 34,wO and 
13 percent had incomes of $4.00~$4.909, the dollar 
w.l”e of the upner limit may be found by linear 
interwlatlon t” be 

(55 - 45) x $l.c@O 

13 
+ $4,oLm = $4,769 

Thus the estnnated medmn nv.xnne of aged 
black marrmd couples m 1971, derwed from all 
possible samples, hes wlthm the mterval $4,OOC- 
$4,769 with 95-percent confidence 

Notes and Brief Reports 

American Indian SSI Rectpients m 
Selected Areas* 

Alt,hough concern has been expressed m recent 
years about the partupatmn by Amerxan Indl- 
ans m social nelfare progrBlns, information on 
this segment of the populatmn IS not directly 
avadable from program records mamtamed by 
the Soclal Security Adnumstratmn Estunates can 
be made, however, of the number of Indians 
recewmg federally admuustered supplemental 
security mcome (SSI) payments m certam coun- 
tiles wth large Indmn populntmns This note 
presents data on the geographic dlstrlbutmn of 
Indmns, m December 1975, m those counties m 
whleh at least 90 percent of the nonwhite and 
nonblack residents wei-e Indians, and describes 
the estrnntmg procedure used 

* By Jack Schmulowitz and Richard A Bell, Division 
o! SuDplemental Security Studies, 05ce of Research and 
Statistics The recipient data flle WBB prepared by 
Donald L Robin 
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ESTIMATING PROCEDURE 

The Socml Security Admmlstratmn requests 
mfonnatmn on race when a person applies for 8. 
socml security number The check-box optmns, 
however, we lnmted to white, black, and “other ” 
By contrast, decenmal census data provide a 
wder range of the “other” maal categones- 
Amerlean Indian, Chmese, Japanese, Flhpmo, 
Hawanan, Korean, Aleut, Eskuno, and “all 
other ” 

The estnnate for a specific county 1s made on 
the followmg baas. 

1 P equals the proportion of American Indians to 
the total in “other races” ior the county, provided 
by the 1970 census 
2 N equals the number of SSI reclplents of ““tber 
races” residing in the county, obtained from social 
s”c”rlty program records 
3 An estimate is made ahen P Is equal to or greater 
than 09 

4 The number of Indian SSI re-zipients in the 
c”“nty fs equal to the product NP 

Thw procedure assumes that the same propor- 
tmn of Indlnns receive SSI payments as 1s the 
case for the other subgroups of the “other” 



Tam l-Number and percentage d,stnbution of popu- 
lahan of other rawa, 1970, and percent mth 1969 mcome 

TABLE 2 -Total number of SSI ree,p,ents and of Amencan 

below poverty level 
Indma SSI reo~pr~& and total and Amencan Indmn pop- 
ulahon m selected States 1 

race category Accordmg to the 1970 census, how- 
ever, about 2 out of 5 Inchans have mcomes below 
the poverty level, a proportion substantially 
lugher than that for other subgroups for which 
this information IS avadable (table 1) The estl- 
mates presented here therefore probably under- 
state t,he number of Inchans with SSI payments 

Since estunates we provided only for countms 
m wluch at least 90 percent of those mcluded 
under the “other” race category are Indmns, the 
lxas due to departure from the bask assump- 
tion of the procedure 1s small The estnnate for 
Indians equals nearly 98 percent of the total 
number of “other” SSI recipients m the selected 
counties 

PROPORTION RECEIVING SSI 

In December 1975, 17487 Amerxan Indmns 
were recelvmg SSI payments m the 243 counties 
m 33 States for whxh estnnates were made These 
counties contam 48 percent of the 1970 In&m 
population In these lunsdmtions, Incbans ac- 
counted for 9 6 percent of the total population 
and 12 2 percent of all SSI recipients (table 2). 

Indians reeavmg payments represented 4 4 
percent of the total In&an population-396,000 
-resxlmg m these counties m 1970 By contrast, 
the December 1975 national total of 43 rmlhon 
SSI recipients equaled only 2 1 percent of the 
total 1970 population 

A significant proportion of Indmns had m- 

comes below the poverty level m 1970-38 percent, 
compared with 35 percent among blacks and 
24 percent among persons of Spamsh heritage 
For the Umted States as & whole, the proportion 
w&s 14 percent 

The age dlstrlbutmn of In&ans also affects 
the number potentially eligible for SSI payments 
In 1970, less than 6 percent of the In&an popula- 
tion VW aged 65 and older, compared wth nearly 
10 percent of the entire population. 

STATE AND COUNTY ESTIMATES 

Among the countles for whxh estnnates are 
wallable, 118 had 25 or more Indians receiving 



SSI payments As table 3 mdmtes, the five 
countms with the hlghest number were Apache 
(1,675) nnd Nnvalo (1,061), Armma, Mclimley 
(993) and San Juan (976), New Mexlco; and 
Robeson, North Carolma (1,161). 

Only 16 of the counties mcluded 11, the study 
mere parts of standard metropolltno stat&ml 
meas (SMSA’s) These lunsdlctlons accounted 

for 1,136 reclpmts, or 7 percent of the total The 
procedure described here generally precludes 
estnnates for SMSA counties because, m them, 
Indmns frequently represent a low proportion of 
the entme population of races other than white 
or black Estmates therefore could not be made 
for most counties contamng clhes with large 
Indmn populations-Chicago, Los Angeles, Mm- 

TABLE 3-Number of Amenesn Indmne and of “other” 1ace8 recavmg federally edrmruatered SSI payments, selected 
States and counhea, December 1975 

‘Aah . . . . . . . . . . _. ._. . . . . . . . . 
NashObS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Montana 
BlK Horn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Blalne _ . . 
01sc,er... . . -_- :: :: :-::-::::-.. :- 



TABLE 4 -Est,mated number of -Amencan Indnns re- 
oe,v,,,g federal1 admuustered SSI payments, by Reagan 

The age dlstnbuhon of adult Indmn SSI reclpu 

for ehmbhty, wz ected States, December 1975 ’ r ents IS sun&w to that of all oersons with SSI 
payments Among aged India; recipients, how- 
ever, 59 percent were aged 65-74, compared with 
48 percent for the entue aged SSI population 
(table 5) 

neapohs, Oklahoma Qty, Phoenix, and Seattle 
Of the 17,287 Indian reclplents m counties for 

which estmmtes were made, 9,106 were aged 
(table 4) As the followmg tabulation mdmates, 

the ldentlfied Indian reap,& caseload contamed 
higher proportions of blmd and disabled adults, 
and a lower proportion of blmd and disabled chll- 
dren, than was the C~SB among the total SSI 
population 

AGE, SEX, AND LIVING ARRANGEMENTS 

The program characteristics of American 
Indxms gwen here we based on a file of the 
17,709 SSI recipients resldmg m the selected 
counties who, accordmg to Social Security Ad- 
mmlstratlon records, were nelther black nor white 

Men accounted for a higher proporhon of 
Indian reap,&+-52 percent-than of the total 
SSI caseload-36 percent The dwergence was 
greatest for the aged, where men made up 49 per- 
cent of the former but only 30 percent of the 
latter. 

TABLE 5 -Number and percentage dnatnbutmn of Amenoan 
Ind,sn adults recewmg federally admmlatered SSI payments, 
by reason for ehg,bJ,ty, age, and sex, December 1975 

Nearly 90 percent of the Indian recipients 
lwed m them own households; less than 3 percent 
recewed care m Medlcald faclhtles (table 6) 
For the population 8s a whole, SSI reclplents 
were less likely to be m them own households 
(85 percent) and more likely to receive mstltu- 
tlonal care covered by MedIcad (5 percent). 

T.,B,,E 6 -Number and percentage rllstnbutmn of Amencan 
Indmns recewmg federally adrmmstered SSI psyments, by 
~eaaan for ehglbhty and hng mrangements, December 1975 



TABLE ‘I -Number of Amencan Indmne reoewmg federally 
adrmmstered SSI payments and average monthly amount, 
by type of payment and reawm far ehgblbty, December 1975 

I , I *.Mts I Children 

BENEFIT AMOUNTS 

The average December 1975 Federal SSI pay- 
ment for the In&an reclplents studled was $111 
(table 7), compared with an overall SSI average 
of $89 1 Aged In&an recipients averaged $95, 
those who were chsabled, $130 The overall SSI 
average was $74 for the aged and $106 for dls- 
abled adults 

About $4 of the $22 &fference between the uw= 
age Federal SSI payment fol Indlsns snd that 
for all SSI recqaents can be traced to varmtlons 
m hvmg arrangements The remammg $18 reflects 
the fact that Indian reeqxents less frequently 
have countable mcome and when they do the 
average amount recewed 1s lower 

Data for SIX States mchcate that m December 
1975, 40 percent of the Indian reclplents had 
soaal secunty benefits that averaged $103* By 
contrast, 48 percent of all persons recewmg Fed- 
eral SSI payments had so& secunty benefits 
that averaged $118 monthly 

‘The o”eralI figure is that far March 1916. the nearest 
date for which comparable data on recurring monthly 
payments llre availeble 

SThese data, not irom the special Indian !xe, reflect 
the social security benefits received by SSI recipients 
In the “other” race eatezwry Ln Alaska, Arizona, Montana, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and South Dakota 
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Social Security Abroad 

New Retxement-Age Features in 
Belgium* I 

Bolgnm recently lomed an mcreasmg number 
of mdustrlehzed nations that have adopted an 
mnovatwe approach to determmmg the age of 
retmment under them soaal security programs 1 
The new measures, estabhshed m 1975 and 1976, 
make pensions available before the normal age of 
65 for men and 60 for women 

The first step provided, effectwe January 1, 
1975, that older workers who lose thew jobs for 
reasons ot,her than SW~OUS maconduct would re- 
cave n pre-pension benefit made up of the stntu- 
tory unemployment benefit plus * new supplemen- 
tary benefit payable until normal pensionable age 
1s reached Next, entitlement to pre-penaon bene- 
fits nas extended, effectwe April 11,1976, to older 
workers who opt for early retwxnent for any 
reason, provided that unemployed workers under 
age 30 take their lobs In addition, the normal 
pensionable age was reduced from 65 to 64 (a) 
for men wth 45 years of employment, effective 
July 1, 1975, and (b) for those wth substantial 
employment at arduous labor, effechve October 1, 
1976 

These measures have them ongms m natlonsl 
collectwe agreements Their oblectwes are to (1) 
alleviate the !lnancml problems of unemployed 
older workers, (2) open up now positions for un- 
employed younger workers, and (3) pernut great- 
er flexlblhty m r&n-ement chowas 

BACKGROUND 

Before the 1974 recess’on, Belgwn, along with 
other West European countries, enjoyed a rela- 

*By Ids S Copeland, Comparative Studies Staff, 
OWee of Research and Statistics 

‘See the folIowin~ issues of the Bocull Security Bul- 
left* far a deseriptlon Of new retirement-age features In 
aevernl other European countrtea G‘S& c Wang. 
“Flexible Retirement Feature of German Pension Re- 
form,” July 1973, pages 39-39. L&i! Haanes-Olsen, 
“Lower Pensionable Ag? in Norwny,” January 1974, 
pages -7, Leif IIaanes-Olsen, “New Retirement 
Options in Sweden,” March 1976, pages 31-33, and Lota 
S Copeland, “France Gradually Lowers Retirement Age.” 
December 1976, ,mges 3136 


