
Table 2.- Percentage distribution of beneficiary families by monthly amount of family benefit in current-payment 
status at end of 1949, for each specified family group in receipt of bene$ts 

[Weed on 20.ixrcrnt snml~lc; avcragc benefits shown to th? neiirrst 10 cents; dxtn corr:ctrd to May 23, 19,X] 
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: Fumili? with retired worker, wile, and child; with retired worker and 2 Or 
mnrc children; with widowed mot,h?r only; or with 1 or 2 aged parents not shown 
btwmsr too Cew cscs in samvlc. 

9 Widow’s hencfit rrduced to Iw than $10 by primary bexfit to which widow 
ma? concurrently entitled. 

6 5.2 percent at $15 minimum. 
3.h: percent at $15 minimum. 

’ $22.60 maximum possible in 1049. 
” $13.90 maximum wssible in 1949. 
l”e$45.20 maximum’possible in 1949. 
” Less than 0.05 wrcent. 
I? $56.50 maximum possible in 1949. 
13 (G7.80 maximum possible in 1949. 
11 $79.10 mltximum possible in 1949. 

1 S.6 percent :Lt $10 minimum. 
3 13.2 percent at $10 minimum. 

1949. More than 42 percent of the 
men and 74 percent of the women 
were receiving benefits of less than 
$25, as compared with 54 and 84 per- 
cent, respectively, 5 years earlier. 
Only 3 percent of the women and 19 
percent of the men were receiving 
benefits of $35 or more at the end of 
1949. 

Applicants for Account 
Numbers, 1949 

The 2:340,000 employee accounts 
established in 1949 brought the cumu- 
lative number of accounts estab- 
lished by the end of that year to 
94,635,OOO (table 1). The 1949 total 
was the smallest for any year since 
the program began; it represented a 
drop from 1948 of 14 percent, the 
steepest year-to-year decline since 
1945. when the number of accounts 
established fell by 27 percent. 

The conditions resulting in the de- 
CFP,SPS during the two years, 1945 and 
1949, were quite different. In 1945, 
as a result of the heavy vohlme of 
account-number applications received 
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during the initial war years, 1941-43, Account numbers issued to men 
the labor-force reserve without ac- dropped 15 percent to 1,113,000, as 
count numbers was small, and there- the downtrend that began in 1942 was 
fore the number of new workers resumed; this decline was interrupted 
applying for account numbers was only in 1948 when a peak level of busi- 
also small. The marked decline in ness activity resulted in an unusually 
1949, on the other hand, is attribu- large seasonal expansion of job op- 
table mainly to the relative scarcity of portunities during April-September. 
job opportunities for new entrants The 1,226,OOO account numbers issued 
into the labor market. to women in 1949 represented a 13- 

The number of accounts estab- percent drop from 1948 and were only 
lished in 1949 declined at about the about a fourth of the wartime peak 
same rate for both men and women. of 4.5 million established in 1943. 

Table I.-Number of applicants for account numbers and the cumulative 
number as of the end of each period, by sex and by year, 1940-49 
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Table 2 .-Distribution of aPPlicants for account numbers by race, age group, and sex, by year, 1940-49 1 
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1 Excludes applicants whose sex and/or race is unknown. 
* Includes a small number of applicants of unknown age. 
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Table 3 .-Distribution of account-number applicants under 20 years of age, by sex and age, 1949 and 1948 
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Men comprised 48 percent of all ap- 
plicants in 1949, the same proportion 
as in each of the preceding 2 years. 

Although in 1949 the number of 
applications for account numbers de- 
clined for each of the age groups, the 
decline was relatively heavy in the 
age groups under 20, especially in 
ages under 17 (table 3). Accounts 
issued to persons under 20 years of 
age dropped 14 percent to 1,518,000, 
after registering increases of 1.2 and 
9.3 percent, respectively, in 1947 and 
1948. The number of applicants 
aged 20 and over, on the other hand, 
declined 13 percent, as against corre- 
sponding declines of 22 percent in 
1947 and 14 percent in 1948. The de- 
creases were particularly small among 
men aged 25-49 during the April- 
September quarters, During this 
B-month period the number of male 
applicants aged 25-49 declined only 
6 percent from 1948, as against a de- 
cline of 18 percent for those under 20 
years of age. The corresponding de- 
clines for women in these respective 
age groups were 10 and 15 percent. 

fewer than in 1948. Only 2.1 percent 
of all applicants were in this older age 
group, the smallest proportion on rec- 
ord. Although more men than wom- 
en aged 60 and over applied for ac- 
count numbers, the proportion of 
women among applicants in this age 
group increased to slightly more than 
40 percent, as against 39 and 38 per- 
cent, respectively, in 1948 and 1947. 

The absolute and relative numbers 
of Negro applicants, both of which 
have followed a downward course 
since 1944, declined still further in 

1949. The 260,000 applications re- 
ceived from Negroes represented a 
drop of 16 percent from 1948. Ne- 
groes formed only 11 percent of all 
applicants-a proportion slightly 
smaller than in the preceding year 
but considerably less than the 14 and 
16 percent in 1943 and 1944, when 
the wartime demand for labor en- 
abled many Negroes ordinarily in 
noncovered employment to shift 
to covered employment. Men and 
women shared about equally in the 
decline. 

Table $.-Distribution of applicants for account numbers by sex, race, and 
age group, 1949 

I Total I 
Age :roup -_~ __----_ 

Total White 1 Iilexro Total White 1 Total W!lite 1 Nxro 

Total 2.339,502 2,Oi9,862 259,620 1,113,006 
____- 

Undrr 15 -14;x 
1,376:402 

127G 
1,238::05 

-178?R 
1:3k:09i 

95.794 
J5-IO...---.--.... 677,495 
zo-39% . . . . . ~.~.~~ 509,856 428,193 Xl. 663 
40wLmm. 

217,727 
..~.. 2fi1,201 238,420 22,781 91.982 

B(I-GZ---.-.. ~~~~~ 27,201 
R5m60mm.... 1.3, 954 

25, MO 1,641 14,111 
.~~~~ 12,944 

i0and oLTr..-..- 
1,010 8,752 

8, 768 8,241 527 
T:nknownm...mmm 370 

I?,834 
3’17 f*l 311 

1, ,092,218 134,ZiE 

During 1949, social security account 
numbers were issued to 50,000 per- 
sons aged 60 and over, 23 percent 
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’ Rqresrnts all KWCS other then Kerro. 
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